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BENTON TOWN OFFICERS — 1973
Moderator: Bruce J. Enderson
Town Clerk: April R. Boutin
Selectmen
:
James W. Elliott Term Expires 1974
George B. Tyler Term Expires 1975
James J. Page Term Expires 1976
Treasurer: Barbara Scott (to 11/13/73)
Priscilla T. Boutin
Tax Collector: Maxine M. Tyler
Supervisors of the Checklist:
John G. Elliott, Sr. Term Expires 1974
Laura Mason Term Expires 1976
Mildred A. Elliott Term Expires 1978
Trustees of Trust Funds:
William J. Harris Term Expires 1974
John G. Elliott, Sr. Term Expires 1975
Joseph N. Boutin, Sr. Term Expires 1976
Constable: George B. Tyler
Auditor: Jacob W. Aldrich
Sexton: David Harris
Surveyor of Wood and Lumber: William J. Harris
Health Officer: John Boutin, Sr.
Overseer of Public Welfare: Maxine M. Tyler
Ballot Clerks:
lona V. Boutin William J. Harris
Ballot Inspector: Katie J. Goodwin
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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the Town of Benton qualified to
vote in Town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community
Building in said Benton on the first Tuesday of March
next (the 5th) at seven-thirty o'clock in the evening to
vote and act upon the following subjects:
(The polls will be open from 3 :00 P.M. to 8 :00 P.M.
to choose a delegate to the 1974 Constitutional
Convention.)
Article 1. To choose a Town Clerk ; one Selectman for
a term of three years; one Treasurer; one Tax Collec-
tor; one Trustee of Trust Funds for a term of three
years ; one Auditor ; one Sexton ; and all other necessary
Town officers and agents for the ensuing year.
Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $158.87 as the Town's share for
construction of highways (Town Road Aid) as provided
in Chapter 241 of the Revised Statutes Annotated, as
amended.
Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $119.91 for the White Moun-
tains Region Association.
Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to become a
member of the North Country Council which has been
designated by the State Office of Comprehensive Plan-
ning to be the official planning commission for New
Hampshire Planning Region One.
Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $132.00 as the Town's share for
operation of the North Country Council for one year
beginning July 1, 1974.
Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to authorize
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the withdrawal from the Revenue Sharing Fund es-
tablished under the provisions of the State and Local
Assistance Act of 1972 for use as set-offs against bud-
geted appropriations for the following priority purposes




those purposes stated in the application.
Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to authorize
the Selectmen to borrow such sums as may be necessary
to defray the costs resulting from a disaster for which
Federal Disaster Assistance Funds are anticipated to be
received through the State Disaster Coordinating Of-
fice.
Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize
the Selectmen to borrow money for current indebted-
ness of the Town in anticipation of taxes collected for
the year 1974 and to be paid therefrom.
Article 13. To see if the Town will authorize a dis-
count on current property taxes paid before a date set
by the Selectmen if all previous taxes are paid ; and to
see if the Town will set the amount of said discount.
Article 14. To see if the Town will vote pursuant to
Chapter 31:105, Revised Statutes Annotated, to indem-
nify and save harmless for loss or damage any person
employed by the Town and any member or officer of its
governing board, administrative staff or agencies, from
personal financial loss and expenses including reason-
able legal fees and costs, if any, rising out of any
claim, demand, suit or judgment by reason of negli-
gence or other act resulting in accidental injury to a
person or accidental damage to or destruction of proper-
ty while said employee, officer or agent is acting within
the scope of his employment or office.
Article 15. To choose a delegate to the 1974 Consti-
tutional Convention.
Given under our hands and seals at Benton this 5th






BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENTON
Estimates of Revenue for the Year 1974 Compared with Actual
Revenue for the Year 1973
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENTON
Estimates of Expenditures for the Year 1974 Compared with



































TOTAL TOWN, SCHOOL AND




BALANCE SHEET—DECEMBER 31, 1973
ASSETS
Cash:
In Hands of Treasurer
:
Cash $ 5,275.20
Yield Tax Deposits 653.45




SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
Description of Property: 1973 1972
Land $221,820.00 $196,167.00
Buildings 418,731.00 335,595.00
Public Utilities—Electric 35,396.00 35,708.00
TOTAL VALUATION $675,947.00 $567,470.00
Exemptions—Elderly : - 8,775.00 - 8,320.00
NET VALUATION ON
WHICH TAX RATE
IS COMPUTED $667,172.00 $559,150.00
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STATEMENT OF TAXES ASSESSED
Total Appropriations: 1973 1972
Net Town Appropriations $ (6,301.70) $ (7,730.92)
Net School Appropriations 26,656.29 24,397.27
County Tax Assessment 2,477.84 2,650.10
$ 22,832.43 $ 18,848.49
Less: Reimbursement A/C
Property Exempted 1970
Special Session - 895.00 - 852.00
$ 21,937.43 $ 17,996.89
Add: War Service
Tax Credits 650.00 600.00
Add: Overlay 430.00 414.21
GROSS PROPERTY
TAXES $ 23,017.43 $ 19,011.10
Less: War Service
Tax Credits - 650.00 - 600.00
TOTAL TAX
COMMITMENT $ 22,367.43 $ 18,411.18
Tax Rate/ $100 Valuation $ 3.45 $ 3.40
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT




DETAILED STATEMENT OF UNCOLLECTED TAXES
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1973
14
Stevens, Dean & Barbara 82.97 20.00
White, James & Doreen W. 153.19
TOTALS $ 5,120.36 $ 200.00
Levy of 1972
Elliott, John Jr. & Catherine $ 72.93
Peters, Richard G. & Gail 66.30




















Accounts on Deposit 12/31/73:
Woodsville Guaranty Savings Bank











DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS—1973
Town Officers' Salaries:
William Harris, trustee
John Elliott, Sr., trustee
Jacob Aldrich, auditor
Priscilla Boutin, treas. (6 mos.)




Maxine Tyler, tax collector












Labor and Equipment $ 123.00
Flowers and supplies 12.59
135.59
Regional Associations:






I have examined the accounts of the Tax Collector,
Treasurer, Town Clerk, Selectmen and Trustees of







REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1973
There are in custody of the Trustees the following trust funds
bequeathed to the Town of Benton. The income received during the























Mr. Norman H. Mullen











THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town
of Benton qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community
Building in said district on the 5th day of March, 1974,
at 8:30 o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the follow-
ing subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose one Member of the School Board for a
term of three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation
of other officers or agents of the district.
6. To hear reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees,
or Officers chosen and pass any vote relating there-
to.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in rela-
tion to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise
and appropriate for the support of schools, for the
salaries of school district officials and agents and
for the payment of statutory obligations of the dis-
trict, and to authorize the application against said
appropriation of such sums as are estimated to be
received from the state foundation aid fund to-
gether with other income ; the school board to certi-
fy to the selectmen the balance between the esti-
mated revenue and appropriation, which balance is
to be raised by taxes by the town.
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9. To see if the District will authorize the School
Board to make application for, and to receive, in
the name of the District, such advances, grants-in-
• aid, or other funds for educational purposes as may
now or hereafter be forthcoming from the United
States Government and /or State of New Hamp-
shire.
10. To see if the District will vote to indemnify and
save harmless any officer or employee for loss or
damage arising out of any claim, demand, suit, or
judgment by reason of negligence or other act re-
sulting in accidental injury to a person or accidental
damage to or destruction of property while said of-
ficer or said employee is acting in his official capa-
city or employment pursuant to the provisions of
New Hampshire R.S.A. 31:105.
11. To see if the voters will vote to permit the school
board to enter into five-year contractual agreements
when it is in the best interest of the Benton School
District.
12. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
JACOB ALDRICH
MRS. MILDRED A. ELLIOTT
MRS. PRISCILLA BOUTIN
School Board of Benton
27

















ESTIMATED INCOME FOR 1974-1975
Balance on Hand June 30, 1974
29
STATEMENT OF BUDGET AND EXPENDITURES
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1973
MINISTRATION
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
July 1, 1972 to June 30, 1973
Receipts
Cash on Hand July 1, 1972 $ 82.91
Revenue from Local Sources
Current Appropriation 24,397.27
Deficit Appropriation 765.00
Advance on Next Year's Appropriation 154.28
Other Revenue from Local Sources
Earnings from Trust Funds 51.25
Other 1.00
Revenue from State Sources
Sweepstakes 525.06
Revenue from Federal Sources
National Forest Reserve 2,574.32
Payments
Orders of the School Board
Cash on Hand at End of Year,
June 30, 1973
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BALANCE SHEET — JUNE 30, 1973
Assets
Cash on Hand June 30, 1973
General Fund $ 177.29
Accounts Due to District 0.00
Total Assets 177.29




REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year July 1, 1972 to June 30, 1973
School District of Benton
SUMMARY
Cash on Hand July 1, 1972 $ 82.91
Received from Selectmen
Current Appropriation $25,316.55
Revenue from State Sources 525.06
Revenue from Federal Sources 2,574.32
Received as Income from
Trust Funds 51.25
Received from all Other Sources 1.00
Total Receipts 28,468.18
TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE
FOR FISCAL YEAR 28,551.09
LESS SCHOOL BOARD ORDERS PAID 28,373.80





This is to certify that I have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records
of the treasurer of the school district of Benton of
which the above is a true summary for the fiscal year






REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
I herewith submit my ninth annual report to the
voters of the Benton School District.
The Benton School Board is recommending a total
budget of $40,018.31 for 1974-1975 which is an increase
of $10,603.77 over the current budget.
Largely responsible for the major increase are the
areas of transportation, tuition, and deficiency appro-
priation.
Transportation has increased $2,000.00.
Tuition has increased $5,925.00.
Deficiency Appropriation—$3,000.00.
A word of explanation concerning the deficiency ap-
propriation is important for voters to understand why
we are in this dilemma.
Every year we budget for the exact number of stu-
dents, according to our previous census, who will be
tuitioned for the next year. Last year we anticipated
that eighteen youngsters would be tuitioned to elemen-
tary school but when September came we had twenty-
six. Our budgeting for junior-senior high was more
correct since we had some leave school and other new
children come into the Benton School District.
The energy crisis has affected us all and more im-
portantly our schools. Since the experts tell us we will
have this problem for some time to come, school plan-
ning will have to change in order to better live with this
situation. Specifically, it could mean going to school
during the warmer months and having longer vacations
during the winter.
May I take this opportunity to thank the Benton







REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENTS SALARY
Section 5, Chapter 243, Laws of 1953 of the State of
New Hampshire requires that school district annual re-
ports show the total amount paid to the superintendent.
One-half of the supervisory union expenses is pro-
rated among the several school districts of the union on
the basis of adjusted valuation. One-half is prorated on
the basis of average daily membership in the schools
for the previous school year ending June 30. The Super-
intendent of Supervisory Union #23, during 1973-1974,
will receive a salary of $19,600.00, which is made up as
follows: $2,500.00 to be paid by the State Department
of Education and $17,100.00 prorated among the
several school districts. Allowance of $1,500.00 for
travel within the Union is also prorated as stated above.
The table below shows the proration of salary and
travel to each school district:
District Salary Travel
Bath $ 728.46 $ 63.90
Benton 135.09 11.85
Haverhill Cooperative 7,045.20 618.50









SUMMARY PROGRAM OF THE
WHITE MOUNTAINS REGION ASSOCIATION
Your Region Association, through its promotional and financial
responsibilities, was one of the principal organizers of the White
Mountains Art and Music Festival. This Festival has been acclaimed
as a truly significant contribution to northern New Hampshire and in
1974, with a much larger budget, the program is expected to expand
markedly.
Your Region Association also helped to set up the Hotel-Motel
training program at the Waumbek, Jefferson, N.H. Because your
Association has for many years promoted the region's hotel-motel
industry, the directors felt this training program would effectively
compliment these on-going promotional activities. The responsibili-
ties incurred by your Association were: a questionnaire designed to
answer "Is there a need for the program" and assistance in employ-
ing graduates of the program in the region's hotel-motel industry.
Additionally, your Association set up meetings with hotel-motel own-
ers and managers to work out any problems and to exchange ideas.
Other activities for 1973 included: completion of a canoe and
kayak folder (designed for promotional purposes), a State requested
survey of flood damage to the private sector of northern New
Hampshire's economy, representation at the Eastern State Exposi-
tion in Springfield, Mass., presentation of 4-H awards in Grafton and
Coos Counties and annual subscriptions of the 4-H National News
Magazine to club leaders, and the annual solicitations of listings for
the New Hampshire Accommodations and Dining Directory and the
Where to Stay folder. Additionally, your Association's executive di-
rector acted as secretary of the N.H. Council of Region Associations,
an organization which works closely with the State's Office of Vaca-
tion Travel.
Your Association for its 1973 annual meeting set up a panel
discussion on the subject of "Wilderness in the White Mountain
National Forest." Panelists included representatives of the N.H.
Snowmobile Association, the Appalachian Mountain Club, the Society
for the Protection of N.H. Forests, Sno-engineering, the wood
products industry in northern New Hampshire, the Sierra Club, the
State's Bureau of Off-Highway Recreation Vehicles, the U.S. Forest
Service and the North Country RC&D Project, Inc.
With regard to legislated matters your Association supported
House Bill relative to Open Space. In large part the directors saw
this bill as an attempt to help preserve our farmlands here in the
region. Furthermore, your Association supported House Bill #10
relative to Off-Highway Vehicles with the exception that the majority
of directors felt snowmobilers should ask the permission of the land-
owners during periods when there is adequate snow cover.
Finally, the executive director spoke on Association activities
both on radio and before several chambers of commerce and rotary
clubs in the region.
Inquiries for the year totaled 5,000.
Wrote 27 news releases, 2 newsletters and 140 personal letters.
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